Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.109; data-to-parameter ratio = 6.7.
The title compound, C 25 H 20 N 4 , is a disubstituted methane derivative having two pyridylmethyleneaminophenyl arms, one of which is essentially rigid as all atoms lie on a plane (r.m.s. deviation = 0.074 Å ), whereas the other is twisted [dihedral angle between the phenylene and pyridyl rings = 51.1 (4) ]. The angle at the methylene C atom is 113.2 (2) .
Related literature
For the monoclinic modification, see: Wang et al. (2005) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
The compound was synthesized from the condensation of 4,4'-diaminodiphenylmethane and 3-pyridinecarboxaldehyde in ethanol (Wang et al., 2005) , and crystals were obtained upon recrystallization from ethyl acetate.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.93 to 0.97 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2U(C). Friedel pairs (1535) were merged. Figures   Fig. 1 . Displacement ellipsoid plot of C 25 H 20 N 4 at the 50% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
N,N'-Bis(3-pyridylmethylidene)-4,4'-methylenedianiline
